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NEWSLETTER 
AYNI’S 6 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
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Hoy por ti, mafiana por mi
Today for you, tomorrow for me













A note from Ayni’s Founder; Margie Orsi.





Well, Ayni is now approaching the end of its 6th year in operation!! And to think that I was just coming to Peru for 6 months! Just like the people here, Ayni has managed to survive on a shoestring budget.  Not only have we managed to survive (thanks to the many pennies donated by friends, family, students and strangers), but Ayni has managed to continue to do some incredible things.  We have been very busy. So busy that for 6 years we haven’t had time to sit down and do an actual newsletter, but thanks to a little nudge from a volunteer, we’ve finally put one together.  At this point in the game there is just way too much to recall, and with my 2 babies running around my computer cord we will have to keep it short and sweet.





This is also a good opportunity to thank everyone that has had a hand in Ayni’s always eventful road of success. I want to give a big thanks to all former and current volunteers from around the globe, to all donators past and present and to all those who have supported us morally along the way.  





Ayni still remains uniquely special in that we are not restricted to a rigid mission statement. We have, and always will, respond to the needs of the day, whatever that may hold; everything from mending a broken arm to mending a broken heart.  This week alone, for example, we planted Neem & Banana trees, arranged for Doctors to attend to over 80 parents and children, took a child to the hospital who had broken his arm, spoke to a parent about abuse issues, bought pigs, sheep, ducks and turkeys, distributed clothing, chopped & pruned trees, held parent meetings, met with sponsored families, bought organic bins and garbage cans, and taught mothers how to use a can opener instead of using a butcher knife and a rock.  The list goes on.  Ayni has evolved in so many ways. We continue to do what we can in the way of providing opportunities, alleviating stress and eliminating some of the barriers that people in poverty face.  Apart from attending to everyday needs, Ayni now hosts a variety of small scale sustainable development projects.





Anyhow, enjoy the news brief and pics, I hope that the kids and families that Ayni has helped over the years still remain dear to your hearts.  Drop us a line when you get a chance.





We wish you all a very Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year!! 


Margie Orsi
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Current Volunteers





Catherine Marshall, 23, USA (Grades 1 & 2)


Natalia Jaworska, 19, Canada (Grades 3 & 4)


Minna Lund, 22, Sweden (Grade 5 & 6)


Lena Rogers, 24, Australia (5, 6, & fundraising)


Matt Slaman, 18, Canada (Grade 1 & 2)


Barbara Paraskevakos, 17, Canada (Grade 3 & 4)


Chad Gorbatkin, 20, USA (Grade 1 & 2)


Chris Reid, 24, Canada (Filming)


Margie Orsi, 35, Canada (Founder – Director)





Visiting Volunteers





Heidi & Doug Keene (Canada)


Carolann Grahame (Canada)
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What Ayni has been doing recently…?





Tamarind Field – Planted 350 Tamarind Trees on 2 Hectares of Land near the school.  The first fruit production is expected next year.  Annual profits from this sustainable project will be funneled back to the elementary school and the children.  We are currently in the process of planting rows of vegetables between the trees to augment the children’s lunches.





Sponsorship Families – Currently sponsoring 15 families with micro-credit loans (200 soles) so that they can start small businesses / investments.  The idea is to help families augment their income so that in the case of temporary job loss, illness or death, families are better equipped to handle such things.  Families are required to pay only 50% of the loan back which then goes to another family.   Most families have opted to buy pairs of animals to mate (chickens, pigs, goats, ducks etc.) which they will then raise and sell.  One of the most successful families (Martina & Santos) was able to turn a 200 soles loan into 700 soles of profit and bought a horse with the investment. Thus far we’ve bought 16 pigs, 13 sheep, 50 Ducks, 3 Turkeys, 40 sacks of animal feed, and we’ve helped 3 families open stores in their houses.  We have over 80 eligible families that we are seeking donations for!





Clothing Distribution – Ayni distributed hundreds of items of clothing to various parents who contributed their time by helping to maintain the Tamarind Field.  





Sponsored High School Students – For the past 5 years Ayni has paid for the school tuition and school supplies for all students wanting to attend high school.  As a result we have seen about a 90% increase in the number of students continuing their education.  This year we are seeing the first round of students graduate from high school as a result of Ayni’s sponsorship program!!  We are seeking more funding / donations so that Ayni can continue to support these students to study post-secondary education.  We are meeting with these students to see what kind of careers they would like to pursue so that we can broaden their options for their futures. 





Fresh Water – Children are forced to drink untreated contaminated salty water because there is no alternative.  Ayni will be providing containers of fresh drinking water in each of the classrooms.





Health Week – Doctors from Korea spent the day attending to over 80 parents and children.  90% of patients required prescriptions.  Ayni paid for the prescriptions for those children whose families were worst off.  One child needed immediate hospitalization, others needed operations but most needed general medical treatment / prescriptions.  Doctors will visit again shortly.  The Domestic Violence / Sexual Abuse workshop and First Aid workshop was a great success!  A theatrical health and nutrition presentation was also a hit with the school children.  





Community Meetings / Workshops – Ayni continues to host several workshops. Recently we held a first aid workshop and a domestic violence workshop.  Ayni holds regular community meetings with the parents to discuss various issues and ideas.  





Garbage / Recycling Program – Since there were no garbage cans or composting bins at the school, Ayni purchased 4 bins to start a garbage / recycling program.  Littering is a big problem and garbage is everywhere.  Ayni wants to re-educate children not to litter, to take care of the environment and to separate organics to be composted and used in the garden as fertilizer.  


Continued on next page…
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Parties:


Halloween Party – Children became witches, pirates, and butterflies, bobbed for apples, ate lots of candy, danced and had the scare of their lives in the haunted house!!


Graduation Party – The 2006 graduating class consists of 17 children, their completion of elementary school will be celebrated with dancing, cake and delicious food prepared by the mothers.  Ayni is sponsoring the class to go to high school in 2007.


Christmas Party – “Papa Noel / Santa Claus,” brought all the kids Christmas presents, hot chocolate and panatone!!  The day was filled with mixed emotions, happy and sad, as it was also the last day for the volunteers.  The children as usual have fallen in love with them and were very sad to see them go.


Beach Field Trip – Ayni took all the sponsored high school students and graduating grade 6 class on a trip to Yacilla Beach.  Over 50 kids attended and enjoyed a fun filled day.  This annual trip is to celebrate those kids that are continuing to study at the secondary level.  For most kids, it was the very first time they saw the ocean!!





Neem Tree Planting – Several hundred Neem Trees have been planted in and around the school.  Neem is known as the “pharmacy of the poor,” as it has over 150 medicinal purposes.  Currently we are researching exact remedies and recipes for the people.  (If anyone comes across any please let us know.)  





Computer – The school has finally become part of the ‘computer age’ due to Ayni’s installation of electricity and the purchase of a second hand computer and printer.





ESL – Ayni has successfully completed 6 years of teaching English at the elementary school.  This means that this year’s graduating class is the first class to have had the opportunity to learn English through their entire elementary schooling. 
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STORY OF THE MONTH: 


Our Halloween Party       By Matt Slaman





October rolled around and AYNI was keeping busy with the English classes and community activities. The 31st was looming around the corner and Halloween spirit was in the air. The volunteers of AYNI make it a tradition to bring joy and fright to the village at this time of year, this one being no exception. After hours of preparation the event was finally ready. The kids would start at the costume room; witches, pirates, superheroes, butterflies, fairies, and of course everyone’s favourite; face painting.


Next it was off to The House of Horror, The Witch’s Kitchen or the Dance Hall. Everything was a hit, our witch brewed up a variety of delicacies; eyeball of newt, earthworm stew and Refresco Especial (no one asked questions they just drank up!). The House of Horror was fueled by the efforts of 5 volunteers, a vampire, witch, ghost and corpses. Shrieks were heard across the village coiled with laughter, bringing all the attention this way. 


Choreographed dance took place at the disco; Michael Jackson’s: Thriller was a highlight. After all was said and done, stomachs were satisfied and adrenaline was running high, the volunteers called it a success and packed up for home, carrying the spirit of Halloween away for another year, the memories lasting a lifetime.


A special thanks to Max Lund for making it all possible!
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Other News…





Moving to the Village!


Ayni is now moving its office into the village!  The government strangely decided to build two more classrooms… despite not providing more teachers and so Ayni is now able to have an actual office at the school.  This is great because we have a ton of resources that are now accessible daily for the Peruvian teachers and the children.  Another room will be used to start an actual Library!!  The library officially has its first set of books and posters thanks to a donation from Margie’s friend, Carolann Graham, from Canada (thanks Carolann!).  





Ayni Video / Documentary


Ayni is currently working on producing a new Ayni video.  Chris Reid; a former Brother Andre student whom graduated from the University of Western with a degree in Film, is currently in Peru filming a documentary on Margie and how she started the organization ‘Ayni’.








Other News continued…


Restructuring


Other major changes include our new Ayni Field Directors – Raquel and Ruben!  Raquel has been a teacher at the school in Alto de los Mores for 24 years, and Ruben is the new principal of the school.  Margie felt it was time that the project be managed and maintained by Peruvians, and Raquel and Ruben are excellent choices.  They are both educated and highly qualified, and they are passionate about social justice and human rights.  Raquel has always participated with Ayni since its inception.  Ruben is new to the school, but has many talents to offer to Ayni and the community, including his passion for agriculture and the environment.  They are both excellent and welcomed additions to Ayni.  





While the role of Field Director has normally been filled by either Margie herself or other foreign volunteers in her absence, the project will now be run by Peruvians that are from the area. They know the culture and the mentality of the community better and can more precisely determine the needs of the people.





Margie will continue to manage the project from afar, as well as, advocate and fundraise in Canada.  She will also continue to visit the families and children annually and work on the project.  In terms of the volunteer aspect of Ayni, we are currently still searching for a qualified foreign Spanish speaker with a background in either Development or Education.  Subsequently the ESL program is suspended until we can fill this position.  
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A Big Thank You to All Donators:





We want to thank all our past and current donators for all the support that you have given to Ayni, the children and our projects.  We literally have only survived as a result of such donations.  We still to this day do not receive funding from any governmental or private.  Everything we do is solely a product of your generosity.  In total Ayni raised $11,478 in 2006!! (That is the most we have ever raised!)  We want to give a special thanks to the following people who contributed this year:





Financial Donations


Brother Andre CHS (Markham, Ontario, Canada)


Tony Muhitch & Father Michael McGivney CHS (Markham, Ontario, Canada)


The Late Don Collins – left a donation in his will (Markham, Ontario, Canada)


Szczygielski Family (Markham, Ontario, Canada)


Anna Szczygielski & Loyola High School - (Montreal, Canada)


Ilona & John Paraskevakos & friends 


(Markham, Ontario, Canada)


Sarah Lyons & Deerfield High School 


(Chicago, USA)


McLean Family & St. Matthew’s School


(Markham, Ontario, Canada)


Susan Reid (Markham, Ontario, Canada)


Heidi and Doug Keene (Ottawa, Canada)


Carolann Grahame (Toronto, Canada)


Max Lund (Malmo, Sweden)


Sam Lo Grasso (Sydney, Australia)


Terry O’Brien (Sydney, Australia)


Nancy Lennon (Markham, Ontario, Canada)





Clothing Donations


Lisa Orsi (Keswick, Ontario, Canada)


Jenny Kozak (Witby, Ontario, Canada)


Christine & Greg Hunt (Markham, Ontario, Canada)





And of course a big Thank you to the volunteers who not only give their time, energy and love but bring with them clothes, gifts and supplies. 





We couldn’t do it without you all, Thank you!
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Highlight – “Wilson is Walking!”





For those of you that do not know Wilson, Wilson is a cute little boy that we met about 4 years ago.  When we first met Wilson even though he was 3 1/2 years old, he was only the size of an 8 month old, and could not move whatsoever.  His mother (due to a lack of education and support) thought that her son was possessed by the devil and had never really touched him except to feed him.  What she had thought was a ‘possession’ was actually “down syndrome.”  





Since meeting Wilson and his mother 4 years ago, with the support of Ayni, and a physical therapist (Netto Sosoya), Wilson has had a complete transformation!!  Ayni provided 2 years worth of milk to Wilson, sponsored his family to open a store in their house, and helped with his physiotherapy.  Now Wilson is a loved little boy, who has thrived.  After years of therapy and a lot of love, Wilson went from not being able to even move, to crawling and now running around like any mischievous little kid.  He even dances!!  He is a happy little guy who captures the heart of everyone who meets him.  Even more exciting, Ayni has registered Wilson to go to a special needs school in the New Year!  He is so excited and already carries his back pack on his back and runs around the house pretending he is going to school!! (He is adorable.) 





Ayni is now helping another little girl named “Rosita” in the village who also has Down syndrome.  Luckily her mother sought our help early on.  Rosita, who cannot walk either, will begin physical therapy shortly and will also be attending the special needs school with Wilson in the New Year.  (We are seeking funding to help support Rosita as well.)











REFLECTION OF THE MONTH: November 18, 2006





¡Hola! This is Barbara writing. I have been here in Peru with AYNI for about two and a half months now and have learned more than I could have ever imagined. A lot has happened during these past couple of months, one of the main things being my falling in love with the children in Alto de los Mores. I walk into classes filled with smiling faces, open arms, and tons of kisses four days a week so it is pretty easy to fall in love with them. The only problem with having your heart so attached to something is having it broken when unexpected things happen. Saturday is an example of the unexpected. 


We organized a doctor to come and do check-ups for the children of the school and some families of the community. Originally, I thought this would be a good thing for them, and it was, but at the same time I had a lot of trouble watching the children I love and care so much about be diagnosed with so many illnesses. ´´Parasites’’, ´´ear infection’’, ´´eye infection’’, ´´needs surgery’’, ´´needs immediate hospitalization’’…all of these words ran through my mind as I sat there with the doctor cleaning his tools. The repetition of these words was unbearable, as was looking at the faces that matched these diagnoses. This was not as easy as I thought it would be and tears were soon welling up in my eyes. I wanted to be brave as I stood there in front of the kids and parents that live with these severe illnesses every day but it was too much for me. The children I love are so ill and I didn’t even realize it until this day. They live with things I have never seen before. 


The doctor was pulling ear wax the size of raisins out of people’s ears. One girl in particular stood out for me, and we later found out that her case was the worst. She was about four years old, very tiny, and looked absolutely exhausted. Her eyes were rolling to the back of her head as she sat, motionless, in front of the doctor. Despite her dark, Peruvian skin, her cheeks were rosy and her body was limp. The doctor soon told us that she had a 39.6 degree fever, was one degree away from convulsion, and if she didn’t get to a hospital within three days she could possibly die. This hit me extremely hard and my lip quivered as I held her on my lap while the doctor examined her brother. I could not believe the heat this girl expelled. She was boiling. Not just hot. Boiling! I’m no doctor but I know that fevers are dehydrating so I asked the doctor if I could give her some of his water. When I put the bottle to her lips she drank as if she had never drunken water before. When she couldn’t drink anymore she leaned up to my face and kissed me on the cheek with her burning lips. This almost sent me over the edge again and I looked away to try to contain myself. I didn’t want Margie to try and capture my emotion on film as she had done to Lena earlier. I held my emotions back but it was extremely hard. When I handed the girl back to her dad she smiled at me and I smiled back. 


I now realize that we are so much more than just English teachers for these children. We provide them with help that could save their lives, we give them hugs and kisses and show love they don’t know exists. I’d like to say we are hope but it would be too prophetic. Saturday was intense but it’s the reality here and I am glad my eyes have been opened this. I can now better understand my children and do more to help them.  Barbara – Canada, 18 years old, former student of Margie’s.
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LIKE TO DONATE?  (pretty please with sugar on it!)





We are currently seeking donations for 2007 so that we can continue to do what we do.  If you would like to make a general donation or contribute to a specific program i.e. sponsor a child to go to high school, or sponsor a family with a micro-credit loan, or help purchase school supplies etc. please let us know.  Thanks in advance for your support!!  If anyone would like to donate please see information below.  Also if you are going to make or have made a donation, please let Margie know so that we can send a proper thanks / update and so that we can ensure that your funds have arrived. 





OPTION #1 – DIRECT TRANSFER





Account Name:		Ayni


Bank:				TD Canada Trust


Account #:			(0211) 5206268


Address:			3 Wooten Way N. Markham, Ontario, Canada.  L3P 2Y2


Branch:			19972


Swift Code:			tdomcatttor


Institutions #:		004








OPTION #2 – SEND A CHEQUE





Please make cheques payable to Ayni and send it to the following address:





Ayni


C/O Margie Orsi


8 Spring Meadow Ave.


Markham, Ontario


Canada, L6B-1B5








OPTION #3 – TAX RECEIPT (For donations over $300)





If you require a tax receipt (for donations over $300), please make cheques or money orders payable to the human rights organization below, but be sure to write on the cheque and / or attach a note indicating that the donation is for Ayni-Peru to ensure that your donation is redirected to us.  





Rights Action 


C/O Grahame Russell


509 St. Clair Ave.  West


Box 73527


Toronto, Ontario


M6C 1C0








Feel free to forward this Newsletter to friends, family and any others who may be interested in Ayni.





For more information about Ayni please go to: � HYPERLINK "http://ayni.footboot.net" ��http://ayni.footboot.net� or email ayni.email@gmail.com
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